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Tree Planting Effort Planned at Turtle River State Park 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with a tree and shrub planting project at Turtle River State Park on 

Saturday, May 15. 

 

Park staff will spearhead efforts to plant 5,000 willow cuttings, along with dogwood and false indigo 

plants, along the park’s stream banks. Interested participants will meet at the Woodland Lodge parking lot 

at 9 a.m., and should come prepared with sturdy footwear and gloves. The Friends of Turtle River will 

provide refreshments and a BBQ lunch. 

 

For additional information, or to register for the tree planting activities, contact Turtle River State Park at 

701-594-4445, or e-mail trsp@state.nd.us. 

 

The project is funded through a Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) grant from the USDA— 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). A team of natural resource professionals, representing 

local, county, state and federal agencies, has submitted a $120,000, multi-year request for WHIP 

assistance, focusing on the Turtle River corridor from Larimore Dam to Mekinock, ND.  The NRCS has 

approved a $32,000 grant for 2004. 

 

Targeted projects will include a variety of practices, including forest stand replacement and improvement; 

restoration of riparian forest and herbaceous buffers; stream bank stabilization; wetland and prairie 

restorations and enhancements; and heavy use area protection to provide river access that is more 

environmentally friendly and will reduce human impacts. 

 

Team members include representatives from the Eastern and Western Grand Forks County Soil 

Conservation Districts; NRCS; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Red River Regional Council; Red River 

Riparian Project; N.D. Game and Fish Department; and the N.D. Parks and Recreation Department. 
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